6/30/2015

Page 1

STATE OF MICHIGAN
DETROIT BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
/

Page 1 - 63

Taken at 1301 Third Street,

Detroit, Michigan,

Commencing at 3:00 p.m.,

Tuesday, June 30, 2015,

Before Rhonda M. Foster, CSR 3612
COMMISSIONERS:

WILLIE E. BELL, Chairperson

LISA CARTER, Vice Chairperson, District 6

REGINALD CRAWFORD, District 3

WILLIE E. BURTON, District 5

RICARDO R. MOORE, District 7

DONNELL R. WHITE, Appointed

JESSICA TAYLOR, Appointed

GEORGE ANTHONY, Executive Secretary
DETROIT POLICE DEPARTMENT

COMMAND STAFF: ASSISTANT CHIEF JAMES WHITE

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 00



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

6/30/2015

Page 2

Detroit, Michigan
Tuesday, June 30, 2015

About 3:03 p.m.

(Assistant Chief White and Commissioners
Burton and Taylor not present).

CHATIRPERSON BELL: Good afternoon.

AUDIENCE: Good afternoon.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: I want to welcome you to
the weekly Board of Police Commission meeting. I am
your Chair, Willie Bell. 1In fact, as of 12:01, I will
no longer be your Chair, tonight. But it has been a
pleasure to see all your smiling faces in attendance.

So we are going to call the meeting to order,
but we do not have a quorum at this particular time,
but I want to go through some of the formalities. And
then if not, we have to pause because we don't have a
quorum to take care of business.

I would ask our Chief Investigator if she
would be so kind to bring forth a blessing to this body
here, I would appreciate it.

CHIEF INVESTIGATOR DRAKE: Thank you,

Mr. Chair.
Let us bow our heads.
Father, in the name of Jesus, we thank you, O

God, for this day that you have made. We will rejoice
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and be glad in it. Dear God, we thank you, O God, for
this Board. We ask, O God, that you help in the
deliberations today, O God. Remember the community,
Father. Help them to be more useful to the community,
O God, help them to respond to the community as needed.
Remember each and every police officer, O God, as they
go out to do their jobs. Protect them, keep them,
create a hedge of protection around about them, dear
Lord, and the community as a whole, dear Lord, and we
will be careful to give you the praise, the honor and
the glory in your name above all other names, the
mighty and precious name of Jesus we pray.

Amen.

AUDIENCE: Amen.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Thank you, Chief
Investigator. I know you always have a prayer in you
and share that blessing with us.

(Assistant Chief James White entered at about
3:05 p.m.)

CHATRPERSON BELL: I just want to 1lift up the
family of retired Commander Ridley Robinson in terms of
his transition. So keep his wife and his family in
your prayers, as we go forward during this difficult
times in terms of his passing. He left a legacy on

this Department. He left a legacy on the city and DPD.
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And I knew him personally because he was my
investigator when I hired in in 1971. 1In fact, he
called me up when I was traveling in Mississippi and I
was debating whether I wanted to go through this
transition. He called me up and said, hey, we have got
a job for you. You need to come back home and take
this job. And he was my sergeant and lieutenant, and
at Mack and Gratiot. So he served this community
extremely well. And some of us are close to him. T
just wanted to share that with you as we go forth. So
definite keep the Robinson family in your prayers.

It is good to see Assistant Chief James White
sitting in.

A.C. WHITE: Good afternoon.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Good afternoon. Thank you
for your attendance.

Perhaps we can still do the rollcall.

And I just want to say that we are looking
forward to Commissioner Jessica Taylor is joining us
shortly because this is her last day. I would have
other comments to make, but it is good to see
Commissioner Donnell White in attendance this afternoon
also.

And so if the Board Secretary, Mr. Anthony,

would conduct the rollcall at this time.

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
| COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 313_567-8100



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

6/30/2015

Page 5

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

For the record, George Anthony, Secretary to
the Board.

Commissioner Lisa Carter?

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Present.

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Commissioner Willie E.
Burton?

Commissioner Reginald Crawford?

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Present.

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Commissioner Eva Garza
Dewaelsche has asked to be excused.

Commissioner Conrad Mallett has asked to be
excused.

Commissioner Ricardo R. Moore?

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Present.

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Commissioner Richard
Shelby has asked to be excused.

Commissioner Jessica Taylor?

Commissioner and Bishop Edgar Vann has asked
to be excused.

Commissioner Donnell White?

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Present.

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Mr. Chair, you have five
commissioners. You do not have a quorum.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Thank you, sir.
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So we are going to act as a committee of a
whole at this particular time until we have that sixth
person join us and we have a quorum to conduct the
agenda that you have before you.

And I just want to introduce a couple of
young guys that retired quite some time ago.

First of all —-

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Young.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Yeah, I say young guys.
One of my former, former running buddies for many, many
years, and being assigned out with the Guardians who
approve of Chief Hart and Mayor Young, we traveled not
only city of Detroit, but across this country, and
that's retired Sergeant Herman Hutson. And we
appreciate you coming out this afternoon.

RETIRED SERGEANT HUTSON: Thank you.

CHATRPERSON BELL: It is good to see you and
good to interact.

RETIRED SERGEANT HUTSON: Good being here.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: And admire the person that
encouraged me to run for the Board of Police
Commission, I don't know whether to thank him or not,
and that's Retired Lieutenant Alvin Bowman. And he has
been attending throughout the year in terms of my

chairmanship from the community. And he was in Lansing
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with me also in term of lobbying. So he has been a
great friend, a great supporter. And so he had a

distinguished career in the Police Department too, but
we all were activists at one time, and we had here, we
had that type of interaction. So I appreciate them
coming out this afternoon.

So Assistant Chief White, I think we
see —— would you do introductions for who else might be
here?

A.C. WHITE: Yeah. I don't have my glasses
on. I see Deputy Chief Tina Tolliver. And I see
jack-of-all-trades here, from our Technology Department
and other places. And that's all the DPD I see. Just
the retirees that are here, welcome. Glad to see you
all again. 1I've worked for at least two of the people
in this room. That's one of my former sergeants
sitting over there. So welcome.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Okay. And I just want to
introduce also Dr. Divers, who is a long-term

counselor, teacher, and community activist, and a

fellow church member. He is serving in the capacity of
working with —— I won't say working for, but I will say
working with Council George Cushingberry. He is
serving on his staff. So I just want to appreciate

him. And he attends quite a few meetings in terms of
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his role with the Councilman as a concerned citizen,
one of the Osborn High School counselor for many, many
years. I won't tell you age but --

So Mr. Secretary, I assume we can go forward
with Assistant Chief report. Would that be
permissible?

SECRETARY ANTHONY: If you don't mind, I
would just like to introduce the staff that are here.

CHATRPERSON BELL: That would be -- we can do
that staff, certainly, by all means.

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Thank you, sir.

Ms. Pamela Davis-Drake, our Chief
Investigator, is seated in front.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Yes.

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Mr. Robert Brown, our
Administrative Assistant, is in back recording the
proceedings. And Ms. Rhonda Foster from Hanson Court
Reporting Service is taking the transcript.

That completes the introductions, sir.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Thank you, sir. Good to
see all of you, in terms of —-

Any audience member want to introduce
themselves? Just stand up, please. So we on
housekeeping right now.

MR. CORLIN: Yeah, Chief White may not
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remember me. I am actually a visitor from Los Angeles,
but native Detroiter.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Yeah.

MR. CORLIN: I actually wvolunteer about a
hundred hours a month to the Los Angeles Police
Department's Criminal Gang Homicide. We met a few
years ago when I first started -- when the Chief first
started here. And I haven't had an opportunity to come
back.

One of the things that I am looking forward
to possibly coming back here —-

CHAIRPERSON BELL: I am sorry, give your name
to the mic so she can catch it. I'm sorry.

MR. CORLIN: Yeah, my name is Arnie Corlin,
it's C-o-r-1-i-n. I am a native Detroiter who is
living in Los Angeles. I volunteer about a hundred
hours a month to the Los Angeles Police Department's
Criminal Gang Homicide.

One of the things that I have done as a
rental property owner, I've put up over 130 cameras
that the L.A.P.D. has used in 27 homicides, resolved
five use of force complaints against officers. And
like I say, I know Chief White may not remember me, but
we met briefly, and this gentleman here, I don't

recall. But I am looking forward to just coming back
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here and kind of sharing what I have learned. My
properties are all in Watts, if anybody is familiar
with South Los Angeles, I have got 10,000 gang members
in ten square miles, and yet, I can explain why I no
longer have the gang activity, any shootings. And we
did it without arresting or evicting everybody. So if
anybody is interested, I will be glad to share.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Okay. Thank you for
coming out and attending our meeting. That should be
interesting, what's happening in L.A.

So I assume that at this time we can have
Assistant Chief report out, so that's not an action
item at this time.

A.C. WHITE: Good afternoon, Board.

CHATIRPERSON BELL: Good afternoon.

A.C. WHITE: I am here sitting in for the
Chief who is out today.

It has been a very, very eventful couple of
weeks in the city. Very sad and violent week, with
regards to a lot of the shootings that have happened.

We have met as a team. We continue to meet
to try to curtail this uptick in violence.

Ironically, we continue to trend in other
crimes in the right direction, down. But the violent

crime, the ones —-- the crimes that people, you know,
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quality-of-life-type issues certainly are the ones that
we are focused on. And they are trending in the wrong
direction as it relates to some of the recent
shootings.

We are implementing a lot of strategies that
I am not going to go into right now, but I will tell
you that the Chief is aware, 1s engaged. He has
engaged all of us, and we will not be reactive. We
will attempt to be proactive. And as everybody here
knows, we as the police cannot do it alone. This is a
community issue. This is a life issue. And we really
need the help of the community.

Most recently, with the street parties or the
community parties, and the shootings that have happened
there, we have not received much support from the
community as it relates to who is doing what. A couple
of these people are local heroes in the community. And
as such, there are people reluctant to say what's going
on. So we continue to pound the pavement and look for
these folks who are terrorizing our community.

I guess I just want to assure the Board that

we are engaged. And that, you know, we are not asleep

at the wheel. The Chief is out there, as you know, you
see him out there. We are out there. And this is just
a real bad time for us. And we are hoping to get a

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 00




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

6/30/2015

Page 12

handle on this very soon.
The other issue, I am sure everybody saw, was
the 500-pound pig in the basement. And that could have

been a lot worse than it was first reported. Because

that was actually reported as a homicide. There was an
allegation that the gentleman —- I use the term

loosely ——- was murdering and feeding his victims to the
pig. So you could imagine our surprise when we got

there to find the pig in the basement with no stairs at
approximately 500 pounds. Obviously having eaten
something. So we had to go through and see exactly
what we were dealing with.

Animal Control, they get beat up a lot, but
they did a phenomenal job, Mr. Ward, in particular, and
his team, being in a hot basement, covered, and you can
only imagine trying to get a 500-pound pig for
approximately ten hours out of the basement. So just a
phenomenal job.

And fortunately for us, there was no evidence
that that was a homicide scene. The guy was a hoarder.
He has everything in his backyard from caskets to, what
else? radiators, and you name it, just an unbelievable
scene. So we got the pig out.

And then you saw yesterday that he has

another property in Highland Park. And now Highland
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Park has a 300-pound pig in their basement.

So it has been a very eventful week, as I
indicated. And we continue to fight crime, to try to
engage the community, and get through this hopefully
temporary uptick.

That's it.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Any questions or concerns
to Assistant Chief?

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Through the Chair, just
a quick question.

In regards to blight and lights in our city,
have there been any conversations with the Mayor's
office in regards to the correlation between crime and
the lack of light in certain areas and blight?

A.C. WHITE: Yes. There has been. And the
discussion has come up often. There are actually quite
a few programs going on right now. One is the —-- I am
trying to think of the name of it, it has got a very
unique name to it. But it has to do with graffiti, and
lighting, and cameras. They are all working together.
And I was a part of that on the initial onset, but
A.C. Dolunt's office is managing that. And Scott Hayes
is working on that, as well.

Also, I don't know if you all know, when the

Mayor does his presentations once a month in the
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communities, he talks about his strategic lighting
program. And because I don't have it in front of me, I
hate throwing stuff out that I might not be on point
with, but I do know that they are ahead of schedule on
lighting up the city. And he actually gives a date
certain that the city should be a hundred percent 1lit.
I don't have that date with me, so I don't want to just
throw it out there, but —-- so yes, there has been
discussion. And the plan does consist of lighting
areas, you know, how that reacts to crime and other
things. And the Police Department is engaged in that
conversation, as well.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Because the concern I
had was with the Dexter/Webb shooting, even today the
streetlights are still not on on Dexter. And the
Detroit Police Department had to contact the Detroit
Fire Department for lighting. So now you have three
City entities on one issue. So that's where the
question arises from. But I have always, you know,
rose that question. And then pass. So thank you,
Chief.

A.C. WHITE: You are welcome.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Chief, you need to report
out on what took place last Thursday on Van Dyke and

Kercheval. So if you would share an awareness of
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Butzel, I don't have the proper title, but I know —-

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Family Center, Butzel
Family Center.

A.C. WHITE: Oh, you know, we have had so
many issues. That's a good one. Wait a minute, I
don't have that in my notes.

No, yeah, that was a great day. And
unfortunately, it did not get the pub it should have.
We probably had about a thousand people there. The
police were there. Community members were there. The
Board was there. And the kids really had a great time
interacting with everybody. A noneventful event in
terms of crime or problems or fights and things like
that.

Commander Bettison, who is usually here, I
wish was here, could really speak —-

Can you get ahold of Bettison? Maybe he can
join the meeting before —-

But it was just a great event by all. The
Police Department was there. We had the officer who —-
I don't know if anybody saw the video —-- that was
downtown dancing. The Chief thought, you know, it
might be a good idea for him to engage the young people
and brought him in. And he kept the young people

engaged. And it was just a very positive event. And I
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thought it was a great thing. I wish I had saw it on
the news. You had a thousand young people in one area
with no problems. That's something that should have
been headline news.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: And they were there early.

A.C. WHITE: They were there early. And what
happened was, the younger kids came in at the beginning
of the event, the onset of the event, the 5- through
10-year-olds. And then as the day progressed, you had
your teenagers. And by the end of day, you had a
cross—-section of the entire community there.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: I just —-- I know stopping
by to witness that type of interaction, that's
something they should have reported out in terms of all
three stations, but it really was a good forum and
good, you know, peaceful, healthy, and folks, you know,
all individuals were there really —-- they were really
enjoying themselves. And I saw the officer do his
little thing up on stage before I left, so that was —-
I mean, it really was a great day. The weather
cooperated.

A.C. WHITE: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: I just want to commend the
Department to have that type of interaction.

A.C. WHITE: Thank you. And also, you know,
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the volunteers that were there stepped up. White
Castle stepped up. Subway stepped up. They -- a lot
of food for the kids. They dropped off I think
Commander Bettison told me about a thousand White
Castles, and so all the kids ate. And it was just a
really good time.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Thank you.

Any other questions? Concerns?

Thank you, sir, for reporting out. If
Commander Bettison show up, we will definitely give him
that opportunity to share some more dialogue in that
forum and that kind of fashion, so...

Young lady, since we are doing a little
housekeeping, and we don't have a quorum, would you
want to come up and give us an update in terms of your
interaction, anything you want to —— I can't, I am
sorry, I apologize for not knowing your name, but you
can introduce yourself at the mic.

MS. FARMER: Sure. My name is Alexis Farmer,
again, from Data Driven Detroit.

I don't have too much of an update other than
that I am still waiting on getting some data collected.
So I have been working with Ms. Pamela Davis to get
some of the complaint information up, as well as

talking to Garlin Gilchrist who is the Deputy Director
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for Technology and Civic Engagement for the City. And
so we are kind of working together to get that
information on the City's open data portal so that Data
Driven Detroit can take that information, and make a
more comprehensive analysis of it. So it's still kind
of in the waiting stages. And I am waiting to hear
back from the Chief as far as whether or not it has
been approved.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Maybe you can give us a
little background because of the people were not here
when you spoke earlier. Can you give us a little
background if you don't mind?

MS. FARMER: No.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Okay. Thank you.

MS. FARMER: Okay. So I am working on the
Police Data Initiative, which is borne out of the White
House, to have like two streams of work. One of them
being releasing open data, so at least three data sets
that are aren't currently released to the public,
things like use of force, officer-involved shootings,
pursuits, including information that could be the age,
the race, and gender of both the defendants and the
officers. And also another tracking more internal
accountability, so being able to use some of that

information to inform some of the decisions that police
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officers make, and do like some type of early warning
analysis with some of the officers. So that's kind of
the premise of the initiative.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Any questions or concerns?

We appreciate it.

Oh, yes, sir.

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Yes, sir. Through
the Chair.

Well, I guess it was weeks ago when we met
too, I said that -- well, it is my intention to check
back often in terms of the Department, you know, the
progress of this or lack thereof. Because I think it
is a good initiative. So thank you.

MS. FARMER: We are definitely working on
getting some of the big data, and then just in the
meantime working on some of the data that is available,
like complaints, some of kind of the information that
was in the report from last meeting about like the
applicant hires.

So if some of you all are available, I do
have a few questions to ask about how I can access some
of the things that are like currently out there, even
just like the Districts that you all represent, some of
the Police Department Districts and Precincts and those

offices, and how I can get that information to get that
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on the city report, as well.
CHAIRPERSON BELL: Thank you. Appreciate it.
COMMISSIONER CARTER: I have a question.
CHATRPERSON BELL: Yes.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: I am sorry, through the

Chair.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Yes.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: How long is the
initiative?

MS. FARMER: How long is it?

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Yeah. When did it
start and how long will it continue?

MS. FARMER: So it officially launched in
May. It had been in the working since about November
of 2014. And then there was an event at the White
House in April, early April, where there were about I
think maybe about a hundred or so people, a collection
of police officers, chief technology officers,
information officers both from departments different
like University staff that could kind of help data
analysis experts. And we gathered it together to
figure out how we can really make this initiative work.
And so right now as of day like 21 communities are
already signed up, and so I am just trying to get

Detroit to be another initiative, another city. So
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there is like kind of ongoing things and different
cities are releasing data just kind of at their own
will.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: How many people are
working with you or are you by yourself in the city?

MS. FARMER: Okay. I can answer that in
different ways. I was an intern at the White House
while this was going on. So I worked on it while I was
there. And so I do still have some support from the
presidential innovation fellows that like warned this
initiative. So I am in communication with them. I do
work with Garlin Gilchrist a lot about like kind of
where the data should be stored. And then my staff at
Data Driven Detroit has been very supportive and
helpful in the process, as well.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Thank you. Appreciate it.

(Commissioner Taylor entered at about 3:25

CHATIRPERSON BELL: I want to welcome
Commissioner Jessica Taylor to the Board meeting. And
you are star of the afternoon. Because you give us a
guorum.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Oh, all right. Okay.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Okay. We appreciate your
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attendance, and your involvement.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Commissioner Jessica
Taylor.

So at this time, you're on record, and we
have a quorum now, so we can proceed ahead.

Is that correct, Mr. Secretary?

SECRETARY ANTHONY: That would be correct.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Okay. The Chair would
entertain a motion to approve the agenda for this
afternoon meeting.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: So moved.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Second.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: TIt's been properly moved
and second.

Ready for the question. Those in favor, aye-?

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Those opposed?

Motion carried.

The Chair would entertain a motion to
approval of the minutes from Thursday, June the 25th,
2015. The minutes have been circulated and you have in
your package. They was e-mailed to you also. So what
is your pleasure in terms of a motion?

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Mr. Chair, I do have an
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amendment to the minutes —--
CHAIRPERSON BELL: Yes, sir.
COMMISSIONER WHITE: -- as presented. On

page 2, under number 10,
Commissioner White advis
$50,000 for witness prot
arised out of I believe

there is only a budget 1

where it references

ed that the Feds have set aside
ection. Actually, my comments
that through Wayne County,

ine item for $50,000 for

witness protection efforts. And which may lead us to

some conversation that we should explore forfeiture

funds and others to look at bolstering that account.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: So we have the corrections

to the minutes.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Move for adoption.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: It's been moved.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Second.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Those in favor, aye?

COMMISSIONERS:

Avye.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Those opposed?

Motion carried.

Thank you, Commissioner White, for that

correction. It has been duly noted. And therefore you

will get that correction.

We already heard from the Chief of Police.

At this time,

COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO
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D.C. Tolliver in terms of the concerns that were raised
at the last meeting reference to —-— perhaps Board
Secretary, sort of highlight those concerns that we had
at that meeting, I would appreciate it.

SECRETARY ANTHONY: I think Commissioner
Carter asked about the purpose of the forfeiture fund
and expenditures out of the forfeiture fund and things
of that nature. And yeah, I think that was basically
it, Jjust to the expenditures, and where does the money
go for the most part.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Thank you, sir.

Commissioner Carter, that's pretty much what
you —-— concerns?

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Pretty much.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Okay. You are here.
Good.

Good to see you, D.C. Tolliver.

D.C. TOLLIVER: Good afternoon. Second
Deputy Chief Tina Tolliver.

So the first question is, what is the purpose
of forfeiture dollars?

So we have the ability to collect funds from
operations that result from seizures or forfeits of
property or cash. We have local forfeiture, and we

have federal forfeiture. The category is dependent
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upon who we are partnering with during the operation.

There are about 19 permissible uses for
forfeiture funds. But the primary purpose is for law
enforcement purposes. That can include equipment, that
can include uniforms, that can include vehicles.

There are also impermissible uses that can be
found and that we follow, but all of those items are on
the Department of Justice's website.

If you would like, we can forward a copy of
those permissible and impermissible uses to you.

As far as collections, from 2000 —— up
through 2014, for three years, over a three-year
period, we collected about $6 million.

Again, we used those dollars across the

board. One of our largest recent purchases was the
armored vehicle. That was about a half million
dollars.

Then you also have the piece where there are
forfeits for operations such as OTE, you know, the
offer to engage for prostitution. And then forfeits
that are related to narcotics-related vehicle seizures.

In those cases, the claimant has an
opportunity to retrieve their wvehicle for $900. And
depending on why the vehicle was seized, the City will

get a portion of the $900.
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If it is an OTE operation, the City gets $650
out of the 900. And if it is the other operation, we
get I believe $700. $750.

There is usually about a one-month turnaround
between the time that the $900 is paid to the County
and the time that we get those funds.

Our last checks that we received were delayed
because they had some personnel issues at the County,
but I think we are back on track. And I think those
are the primary areas that we get those funds from.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Through the Chair, where
are the funds housed? Are they in the City's general
fund, or are they housed someplace else?

D.C. TOLLIVER: No. The forfeiture dollars
by law have to be kept separate. So they are in a
separate fund, in a separate bank account.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Any other questions or
concerns?

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Thank you, D.C.

Do we have a responsibility to spend those
funds annually to zero balance, or does it carry over
year to year?

D.C. TOLLIVER: Depending on the type, they

can carry over. I can't remember which one, but it is
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several years. It is several years. And every year,
we have to submit a report to the Department of Justice
on our expenditures, and then some other law
information that they require from us, as well. And we
have not had any findings from the DOJ.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: And for the funds, if I
may, for the funds that are not able to be carried
over, is that forfeited back to the DOJ if it is not
spent here? Or what happens to those funds?

D.C. TOLLIVER: I wouldn't know that. I
would have to —-- I would have to find out what would
happen because we haven't had that issue.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Okay. Good.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Go ahead, sir.

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Through the Chair, so
I realize you said $6 million over the last three
years.

D.C. TOLLIVER: Three years.

COMMISSIONER CRAWEFORD: So what do we have
today at this moment in the fund? What do we have?

D.C. TOLLIVER: Well, I would not count the
current year, only because, for example, with the
federal forfeits, the claimant has an opportunity to go
to court and get those funds back. And sometimes it

can take a long time. So accounting-wise, those funds
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are called refundable deposits that we cannot touch
until the case is adjudicated. And so when we get the
court order, we send the claimant there, whatever we
have been ordered to do. We also pay legal fees out of
that fund, and the Wayne County Prosecutor fees, as
well.

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Yes, ma'am. So
pardon me. We still, aside from that, you talked about
the funds, and I do understand that in terms of that
may be involved in some litigation or something like
that or they have the opportunity to come back and
perhaps through court maybe get their money back. So
aside from that, do we have a balance of —- that's
separate from that?

D.C. TOLLIVER: I am sorry, I was leading up
to say the current year, we will not close out the
funds that we have collected for this year until we go
through our end of the year process, for that very
reason. So I would not feel comfortable giving the
current year number.

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Yes, ma'am. Okay.

D.C. TOLLIVER: But I can give you for sure
our collections through 2014.

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Yes, ma'am.

D.C. TOLLIVER: Because typically by now,
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funds received through July '1l3 through June 2014,
would have already been adjudicated. And it can take
several months for these things to go through court.

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Yes, ma'am. Thank
you.

D.C. TOLLIVER: You are welcome.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Any other questions or
concerns?

I just have one question. I think I raised
this question last year, in reference to the forfeiture
law stipulates, and you can correct me if I am wrong,
in reference to drug education prevention, and I didn't
do a follow-up in reference to pursuing that with the
Department, but I know at one time, we used to engage
in drug education prevention. The most noteworthy
person was Michael —-- Officer Mike Lemon, doing a whole
lot of that in the schools and community, wherever.

And so where do we stand today in reference to —- first
of all, is that part of the law, I mean, the ordinance
dealing with that in terms of are we engaging in drug
education prevention, which is part of that criteria?

I know at one time quite a few churches and
community groups, etcetera, etcetera, received funding.
And there was a whole lot of gray areas because they

was not utilizing those funds properly, and then
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borderline criminality, etcetera, etcetera. So I know
they shut it down for a period of time. But where are

we today with those, if that's something that we should
be engaging in, are we engaging in today?

D.C. TOLLIVER: Well, I know that the
Department is reviewing all of the permissible uses.
And we are coming up with a plan on what we want to use
the funds for. That's how the armored vehicle came
about and things of that nature.

We have to be very careful in what we do
because we want to make sure that we, number one, use
the money properly, and we have so many needs that we
want to make sure that we cover as many areas as
possible.

To your point, one of the permissible uses is
drug and gang education and awareness program. So yes,
you are correct.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Okay. So what your
respond is that we are not indulging -- we are not
engaging in terms of manpower or spending monies in
that area? Would that be your respond?

D.C. TOLLIVER: No, my response is that is a
permissible use in that we are reviewing some of the
areas that we are going to spend the funds on going

forward.
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CHATRPERSON BELL: Well, perhaps this is for
A.C. White. 1In other words, that there is no activity
in 2014, 2012, 2015, reference to that particular area,
you are reviewing it now to see how we —-—

D.C. TOLLIVER: As far as forfeiture dollars,
now we are engaged with, you know, several
youth-related programs.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: I am talking specifically
dealing as that provision stipulates.

D.C. TOLLIVER: On drug awareness?

CHATRPERSON BELL: Yes.

D.C. TOLLIVER: We have not, to my knowledge,
done that in several years, specifically out of
forfeiture dollars.

CHATRPERSON BELL: And Detroit, like most
cities, we do enforcement, we have young people who
continue to engage, we debate about marijuana, I know
heroin use has increased. So I think that's an area
that the Department really should look at because I
don't —-- you say for several years.

D.C. TOLLIVER: Let me say this, Chairperson.
One of the programs is called D.A.R.E.

CHATRPERSON BELL: I understand.

D.C. TOLLIVER: And —-- but what I am saying

is at this moment, I cannot say if we are using
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forfeiture funds for that project.

A.C. WHITE: If I may, through the Chair, the
two programs that we used to fund was D.A.R.E. and
GREAT, the Gang Resistance Education and Training
program. Those two programs over the years have not
been as active as they were. And we have found that
really, we weren't getting the best use of our funding
through those programs. So as the D.C. indicated, we
have so many needs and there's been such a lack of
investment in the Department for a number of years, we
found that using our forfeiture funds differently was
more beneficial for us.

We are still engaged, though, however, in
those practices, but not using forfeiture funding. So
we are still engaging the youth. The program that we
just did last week was a youth engagement program. And
there are many other youth engagement programs. They
do a youth camp every year. But specific to forfeiture
funds, no, we have not line item a forfeiture fund for
gang resistance education or drug resistance education.
Have we provided equipment over the years for gang
intel, things like that? Yes. And that's some of the
things we are looking at now, how can we enforce the
law specific to those groups, get more people in those

areas, get more equipment in those areas, more
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technology? That's more bang for our buck.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: I would hope that -- we
not in compliance, and that ordinance, I mean, that law
would specifically, you know, address that could —- I
am familiar with it, because we work with it, we didn't
get funding from DPD, we got funding through --
temporarily through Wayne County government, you know,
through the Sheriff Department, through Wayne County
Commissioners. So that area I would hope that we would
engage, because it is targeted for that drug education
prevention awareness. And surely we have people still
engaging, that has not ceased, that continue down that
line.

I just hope that we can do some type of
monitoring and you can report out, you know, at some
point in time how we should be in compliance with that,
you know, when all these issues dealing with —— I know
middle school and high school, you have got to start
early, that type of awareness, like campaign, no
smoking, no drinking, you know, we just lost two
outstanding young people from Cass and King, in terms
of —— on Connor, as you well know, I visited the scene,
we had about 120-some parents there, you know,
speeding, whatever that went down, but basically is

that I am sensitive to that we should be working in
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that area.

A.C. WHITE: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: I just want to share that.

A.C. WHITE: Yes, and if I may just as a —-
by way of follow-up, and I apologize if I am not --

CHATIRPERSON BELL: I understand.

A.C. WHITE: -- framing it in the correct
manner. There are a couple of issues. As it relates
to compliance, we are not noncompliant —-

CHATIRPERSON BELL: Okay.

A.C. WHITE: —-- with regards to the
forfeiture funds. There is an opportunity in the
forfeiture fund to fund those programs. And what I am

saying to you is over the past couple of years, we have
not focused on funding those programs. But I don't
want to leave you with the impression that there has
been no programming. Those are totally different
concepts. We are actively engaged with our youth in
the community. We are actively engaged with our youth
in the schools. We are installing right now a police
program in a school. Assistant Chief Stair is working
on assisting with a training and teaching program that
will talk about drug resistance education and funnel
those kids into the Police Department and the Fire

Department should they choose these careers. So we are
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constantly actively engaged. And again, Commander
Bettison is working on a number of programs.

Now, as it relates to forfeiture, because
of —— you know, and I am not blaming everything on the
bankruptcy, but the bankruptcy is what it was. And
there was a lack of investment in the Department, so
because there was such a significant need, we have
focused a lot of our forfeiture dollars on those other
opportunities that forfeiture avail to us to, you know,
building use for 2121 Fort Street, where we house our
forfeiture vehicles, those types of things. But the
investment in the youth is not lacking. It is just not
being funded through forfeiture.

Lastly, we are already engaged in planning
our forfeiture dollar structure for the next year,
right now. And we will certainly take into
consideration what you have brought to the table today.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: I appreciate that clarity,
and I think that would be really worthwhile in terms of
hearing as you develop that. I appreciate you giving
that clarity. And I know you are engaging young people
because I witnessed that on several different
opportunities.

Commissioner Crawford?

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Yes, sir, through the
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Chair.

Yes, sir, Assistant Chief, I want to thank
you for stating it, the funds are being used for some
other things. That's all. That's up front.

Also, too, ma'am, the new budget cycle begins
July 1st?

D.C. TOLLIVER: Correct.

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Okay. So in terms of
the Commission's budget, could we get a printed copy of
our budget some time thereafter?

D.C. TOLLIVER: Absolutely. As soon as the
Department —-—- as soon as the Budget Department releases
the budget, they will be forwarding the Board their
copy, as well.

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Yes, ma'am. Thank
you very much.

D.C. TOLLIVER: But as of today, we have not
gotten it yet.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: And I would go further,
just it was in the minutes that Commissioner Conrad
Mallett is chairing up the Budget Committee. I would
hope that you would be willing to meet with him in the
coming weeks to go over our budget so we can be aware
of how to approach our budget for 2016, 'l5 and '1l6.

That will be a tremendous help. So I am pretty sure
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through the Board Secretary we can set up a meeting

with just the Budget Committee and perhaps the Chair in

reference to these issues. Because if we can't track
our money, then we are not doing —-— we are not good
stewards. So we want to be more engaged in that
process.

Appreciate you coming this afternoon on a
short notice to address those concerns.

I assume that there is no other comments from
the Commission. Thank you.

Yes, sir?

A.C. WHITE: No.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Thank you again.
Appreciate it.

D.C. TOLLIVER: Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Standing committee

reports?

Any new business?

Any old business?

I just —-- okay.

(Commissioner Burton entered at about 3:45
p.m.)

CHATIRPERSON BELL: Commissioner Burton is
coming forward.

Thank you, Commissioner Burton, for your
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attendance.

COMMISSIONER BURTON: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Under old business, I just
want to share this as —-— a couple weeks ago, we talked
about our electoral process, election process for this
Board. And I suggested that the next administration,
you know, would take a look at it, but I hate to have
unfinished business in a way. So if we look at June
the 9th, 2016, Tuesday, which is a community meeting,
if we could check that date for the election of the
Board Chair and Vice Chair, that date is Tuesday —- I
am sorry, June the 9th, 2016, at 6:30, it would be a
community meeting. And I would like to share that with
the Commission at this time, to get out front, there
will be clarity, there will be a target date. And we
could entertain that in terms of one year out in terms
of knowing the date, knowing the timeframe, in the
community meeting.

Would this Board entertain a motion to
designate that as the date, of June the 9th, 2016, for
the election of the Chair and the Vice Chair for next
year, in terms of clarifying and giving a target date
and locking that in, and then we can move forward?
Would the Board entertain that date and timeframe?

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Comment, Mr. Chair.
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CHATRPERSON BELL: Yes, sir.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: I certainly appreciate
the spirit by which your commentary just arised. I do
believe, which is evident in our last election process,
that there is some work that this body should do in the
interim. The only concern I would forecast is that so
far in advance, you still would not have the will of
your body at that time. And so if members are —- if we
vote for a date specific now, that date could
ultimately down the road not be the most optimal date
to hold an election process. But seeing that we know
at the end of next term, an election is ensuing in
June, I would make a recommendation, as well, is that
the body should come together 30 days out, 60 days out,
whatever is closer to that time.

And also I believe, Mr. Chair, is that in
their hands should be an approved bylaw amendments that
speaks more clearly to an amendment process. But I
think my only hesitation would be is doing it so far
out, is you still run the risk of not having a complete
buy-in from all members present or availability of all
members present by forecasting so far in advance.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Okay. I think the Chair
would entertain that if we share this date, and it 1is

being circulated, and perhaps sit down at next meeting,
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we can pursue what you just suggested, whether it be 60
days, or 90 days, but as you well know, the far out —-
you cannot predict what's going to happen next year,
but there are dates of elections scheduled for next
year that's already locked in, you know, and ours is
not as significant as their dates in terms of a general
election, presidential election, going to start, so I
would entertain that if this Board would keep that in
mind on that date, then perhaps when we get others to
come on board, I mean, for next week, that we can take
what you advised in terms of whether we are going to do
it 60 days or six months or make that decision next
week. Would that be something that we could entertain?

I need some feedback.

Yes, sir.

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Through the Chair, I
would suggest also, too, that we look at the bylaws and
perhaps amend the bylaws or something to that effect to
include this electoral process. And that being said,
it can be 30 days prior to. I understand what you are
saying, Mr. Chair, about June 19th, because that's
almost 30 days prior to —— one being elected, almost
30 days prior, and then taking the seat the 1st and —-

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Yeah. I think you need an

interim period, you know, to have that transition.
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COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: I am in agreement.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Right. So if we entertain
that, you know, then the bylaws would just be amended
to what we indicate. So you have the date now. And if
not, it is what Commissioner White indicated, it could
be stipulated, I would like to see two months out. You
know. People make plans. Or even six months out.
People make plans early on, you know, in terms of their
vacation and activities of that nature. So just keep
that in mind in terms of that type of discussion. Then
perhaps next week or the week after, we can make a
decision on that. So I just wanted to not just push
that aside, but keep that before you in terms of
resolving those issues.

So Commissioner Crawford and Commissioner
White, in the spirit of that, we would take that into
consideration, so...

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Yes, sir.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Announcement, the next
meeting would be Thursday, July the 9th. That's
6:30 p.m.

And Sonia, you have your handout, right? You
know the date? The 10th Precinct, City Temple
Seventh-Day Adventist Church at Grand River. And

that's going to be our next community meeting.
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And we are now working on August the 13th
meeting. And we would have a location forthcoming, and
that would be August 13th, so our next meeting in that
timeframe.

At this time, we would like to hear from the
audience. You have an opportunity to come to the mic,
give your name. And you have two minutes. And we ask
that you be respectful. We have respect for you.

So please come. Yes, ma'am.

MS. WINTHROP: I just want to know the cross
street of the meeting, Grand River and what? I'm from
the Eastside.

CHATRPERSON BELL: I don't know the cross
street. You are right. I am from the Eastside. I
don't know the cross street.

COMMISSIONER MOORE: Through the Chair, it is
between Joy Road and West Grand Boulevard. I will be
more specific with you after the meeting when I will
look, but it is on Grand River.

CHATRPERSON BELL: So would it be helpful
when we put this on our schedule, to give you a cross
Street?

MS. WINTHROP: Yes.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Okay. Mr. Secretary, have

you heard that? We will give you a cross street.
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That's always helpful, especially for us Eastsiders
going to the west side. We will make it a point of
doing that, and make sure that we give you some
landmark. Not all of us have GPS and understand the
location. So we would make a note of that.

Okay. It is an open mic. So you have an
opportunity.

MS. PANNELL: Good evening. Sharon Pannell.

I just want to wish Donnell and Jessica good
luck.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Thank you, ma'am.

MS. PANNELL: Going to miss you.

CHATIRPERSON BELL: Anything else?

Open mic.

A.C. WHITE: Do you want to add something?

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Yes, sir.

A.C. WHITE: Two things. The kids that
responded, Sergeant Perkins, from Community Policing,
is here. The kids at the event was -- did you say
almost 2,000 kids?

SERGEANT PERKINS: Yes, sir.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Wow.

AUDIENCE: Wow.

(Applause) .

A.C. WHITE: I didn't know that. And they
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took a peace pledge. Now, we fed them White Castles,
so we didn't feed them healthy. But that was a lot of
kids. And they all took a peace pledge and vowed to
stay out of trouble for the summer. So that was really
good.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Good.

A.C. WHITE: And also on behalf of the Police
Department, the two Board members moving on, I want to
thank you for your service and your professionalism,
from the Police Department. We really appreciate it.
And you will be missed.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Thank you.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Here come the deacon.

DEACON ADAMS: Mr. Chair, Tom Adams,
businessman, citizen of Detroit.

I wanted to thank both Donnell White and
Ms. Jessica Taylor for their outstanding work. And,
you know, I have known both of them for many, many,
many years. Donnell, through his work with the NAACP,
and champion all the causes, you know, of people within
the city of Detroit.

And uplifting Ms. Taylor for the work that
she has done with prisons and also with other aspects
of the community and the city.

And T don't think you could find two finer
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people that I hold a lot of respect for. And I just
want to thank them for the years of service on this
Commission. One thing you can count on is whether they
agree with your issue or not, you have to respect their
position on where they come from, respect who they are.
Because they are always about trying to do the right
thing. Thank you.

(Applause) .

CHATRPERSON BELL: Thank you.

MS. SMITH: Bernice Smith, political
activist.

And to A.C., Commission, I couldn't sit there
and let them two say something without me having my
opinion.

This morning, Donnell and I were at a service
at my church today. So that's why I am a little, you
know, Sunday go-to-meeting.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Which church?

MS. SMITH: Tabernacle. We were at the
service of —-

CHAIRPERSON BELL: You knew that.

MS. SMITH: What was the name? Leon
Atchison, who was a staunch member of the NAACP, along
with Adams and myself. And that's when Donnell was a

little one, just getting his feet wet with us. So
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again, I reiterate what I thought, my thoughts are
about Donnell.

And my dear friend Jessica. When Jessica
first appeared before us, I looked at her, and I said,
now what is she doing sitting in here? She don't know
anything about the Police Commission. But then I later
found out her background was impeccable. She is
involved with the prison, which I was slightly, but she
knows what goes on in the prisons just about. She has
been out there in the forefront along with Tom. And
Tom couldn't have been a better teacher to bring her
along and have her as his assistant. I congratulate
her, especially. And I do hope the best for her in the
future. And hope that we will continue to have our
friendship. Because I will call you on your cell
phone.

In the meantime, my dear Donnell, I told him
when I fell out with the NAACP five years ago, because
of certain things happening, and I didn't like it, and
I told him I would be back when he becomes the
president. I am tired of waiting. So I came back
anyway the last couple of years.

So we are doing a good job. And this last
dinner that we had was wonderful, the menu wasn't so

hot, but anyway, the speech was wonderful. And I was
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proud of the people because they didn't walk around
like they normally do and disrupt dinner.

So again, I congratulate you both seriously,
and hope that your future will be bright. And I know
you will do the best whatever endeavor that you go
into. And hopefully you will soon be the president of
the NAACP. And we will have a staunch youth program.
Because we have it right now. Again, congratulations.
And thank you so much for letting me speak today.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Thank you.

(Applause) .

DR. DIVERS: My name is Arthur Divers.

I just wanted to 1lift up the two persons who
are retiring. As you know, you don't get any salary.
But nevertheless, you are willing to come and give your
service and your knowledge and your skills. Not many
people are willing to do that in our time, at this
time. I am President of Winship Community Association.
And I know the importance of volunteer work, and having
people who will come aboard. Not only come to your
meeting, but be active and Chair a meeting and provide
a service to the community. And so I want to salute
you, salute you, salute you for your dedicated service
and leadership to this Board, and to this community.

We need more, more citizens who will do this task. And
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it is a task. It is a heavy task. But you stepped
forward. You carried the water. And you have done an
outstanding job.

And so again, I am Arthur Divers, but I don't
want to just salute your service and your leadership
and your dedication to this job. Thank you.

(Applause) .

CHATRPERSON BELL: Yes.

CHIEF INVESTIGATOR DRAKE: For the record,
Pamela Davis-Drake, Chief Investigator. There is a
passage of Scripture that says if you lack wisdom, ask
for it, and it shall be given to you. And I have had
the great opportunity to work with two very wise
people. I don't know if they felt it was wise enough
to hire me, but they did. And I don't know if they
feel that way still.

But Commissioner Taylor, Commissioner White,
you have certainly been mentors to me. Your wisdom,
your knowledge, your understanding, your support has
been invaluable to me, and to the job that I have held,
not only as in my employment, but also in friendship.
Thank you so much for everything that you have done.

Certainly, I cannot thank you enough for
giving me the opportunity to be an employee for you,

and the Board, and to serve the citizens of Detroit,
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but also the support that you gave to OCI, even through
the consent decree, through me pulling my hair out many
days in making phone calls to you all, I am telling
you, you were always there. And I thank you so much
for everything.

I will be keeping in touch, no doubt. I
expect great things from you, Commissioner White, I
expect to you see you running for some office on a
large scale at some point.

Commissioner Taylor, you are already there.
You are doing so many things that people do not know
of, working in very high offices, and with very high
authorities. And I think you are very meek and humble.
You don't always let folks know what you do. But you
are an outstanding individual.

Both of you are. And I just thank you for
all of the support, all of the love, all of the wisdom
that you have shared with me over the last, gees, it is
almost three years, three years, thank you so much.

God bless you. And I know that you will do wonderful
things.

(Applause) .

COMMISSIONER BELL: Any other from the
audience?

If not, Commissioner, do you have —-
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COMMISSIONER CRAWEFORD: Yes, sir. Through
the Chair.

I just want to say it has been an honor to
serve with the two of you. I noticed on some
occasion —-— well, I always seem to have sat to
Commissioner Taylor's left. And then sometimes the
seating arrangements sort of changed when Commissioner
White was to my left. And today, they have me between
the two. So we have had our moments of disagreement,
but in my opinion, they have been —-- I have always
respected your opinion and respected the disagreements.
And nothing was never personal, and I really wish the
two of you well, beyond this, beyond the, you know, as
a —— well, leaving the Board, anyway. And any time
anything is needed, you can always reach out to me.
Thank you.

CHATRPERSON BELL: Commissioners, any other
comments?

Okay. Any other?

I just want to say that, first of all, as a
Board member who came on Board in January of 2014, with
six other elected commissioners, and Commissioner
Taylor was Chair, and Commissioner White was serving on
this Board, they have been more amenable to greeting

us, interacting us, schooling us, and just really been
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a blessing. There was no separation of their
commitment and our commitment. So I know they have
served five years, as Dr. Divers stated, it is not for
the money, it is for the commitment and service to this
community. Because the Board of Police Commission have
a very, very important role in this community in terms
of public safety. So in terms of knowing the history
of the Board of Police Commission since 1974, and what
they went through, the Justice Department, and where we
are today, has been extremely important, I think.
Assistant Chief White has mentioned the role that this
Board played and the Chief Investigator played. They
did —-- they made a major decision in terms of hiring
you. So they have good judgment.

And I just want to say on behalf of the
Commission that did not speak, but basically I know
they feel the same way in terms of your commitment,
professionalism, and your beckon call. It is going
beyond the scope of just raising your right hand. You
was here to serve the weekly meeting. You was here to
serve this community, entertain all interaction with
the Department. I know in some instance, a challenging
job. And you don't get the recognition. But we
recognize that.

I know you are stepping away from this Board,
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but you are not retiring. You are going to be active
in your respective role. Donnell White is the
Executive Director of NAACP, one of the youngest hired.
And I know I have a great deal of respect in terms of
serving in that capacity in terms of the advancement of
colored people and people of color. That's very
meaningful because it is something that people call on
NAACP, well, I know they are there, they have got to
respond to my charge now, but they are not members or
anything like that, but the NAACP has played a role. I
know when we got laid off back in the '70s, we filed a
lawsuit. And the NAACP took up that lawsuit. They
filed a lawsuit. And we worked hand in hand with the
executive director and others in terms of winning that
lawsuit. So --

And myself and Herman I know are life
members, we led the charge at the time to get as many
members as to be life members. And I thought that was
one of the proudest moment of my life to be a life
member of NAACP. And hopefully others have taken up
the banner through the churches and NAACP. Without the
NAACP and other civil right organization, we would not
be where we are today in terms of serving in this
capacity.

So I just want to thank you over and over as
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you go forward in terms -- we are going to be leaning
on you, we going to be calling you, we are going to —-
your words and wisdom is not going to be wasted on us.
So we really appreciate your role.

And we have some light refreshment. And we
have a nice picture of these two young people here.
You get to share some personal remarks. And we are
going to share with others. And eventually going to
give it to them as a keepsake. So I just want to thank
you. Thank you. May God bless you, with Godspeed,
keep you well, keep your family well. And as you
continue to give to the City of Detroit, surely we need
living legends like yourself to be part of that. And
hopefully one day we have all the Commissioner names on
some prominent wall, and your name will be right up
there. Both of you have served as Chair, you know
about the leadership role of this Board.

So in my final remark, I just want to thank

this Board for allowing me to serve as your Chair for

one year. It is we, it is not about I, it is all about
we, 1in terms of that type of commitment. I think we
achieved a great deal in that year. I worked tireless

for you, in terms of lobbying, in terms of my
advocating on behalf of this Board. And hopefully in

December, we will be reinstated.
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I have had great support from the Board
members. I have had great support from my Chair, who
is going to be the Chair. I would render my service,
Vice Chair of the Board members to her and to this
Board. This is not about I. It is always about we.
And this day and age, we must move forward in terms of
the issues that impacting the city of Detroit and the

state of Michigan. I just hope that people understand

the role.

I was looking at how we say our duties and
responsibilities. My opinion, we don't have to say
that anymore. We have been around for 41 years. And

we just need to say, we are the Board of Police
Commission. We should not have to read a statement.
We should know who we are, the community know who we
are.

When the Council go before you, they don't
read a statement. They are the Council. When the
Mayor go before you, he is the Mayor. When the Chief
go before you, he is the Chief.

So therefore, we should stop reading that, in
my opinion, and say, we are the Board of Police
Commission. And you should know your history from
1974. We should establish that criteria that we don't

have to explain ourself in terms of charter. We are
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the Board of Police Commissioners, a 4l-year history.
So we should stand on that legacy. We don't have to
give an explanation. We have a charge. If you want to
Google us, so be it, the history is there.

But I think we really need to be on that type
of soapbox, and say, we are the Board of Police
Commission. And then we can go forth in terms of
July with that type of understanding to the public.

And you should know us by our works, by our deeds, not
by our verbal dialogue. You should know us by our
charge because that's basically -- when you say NAACP,

that's all you need to say. You know them by their

work.

MS. WINTHROP: I am Carolyn Winthrop, Block
Club.

I was ignorant of you. I didn't know
anything about you since this year. So there might be

a lot of people like me out there.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Well, that's why we have
some written information for you.

MS. WINTHROP: I have no information.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: That's why every meeting
we are going to make sure that you have the literature
there.

MS. WINTHROP: Would you give me yours? I
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don't know what to tell nobody.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: We are going to toot our
horn by our deed, make sure you are aware, that you are
now aware. But I am just saying we really need to
stand on that type of platform, that we are the Board
of Police Commission. And not have to explain who we
are. But we have the literature. We have information.
Because the Council, Wayne County Commission, they
don't go through that ritual every time they come out.
They should know who we are. And that's what we are
trying to convey. I appreciate your remark.

Yes, sir?

MR. LAWSON: Okay. For the record --

CHAIRPERSON BELL: I thought we was finished
with that.

MR. LAWSON: I know. I thought we were, too,
but the latter of the conversation, I just wanted —--

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Okay. You have two
minutes, sir.

MR. LAWSON: Okay. Thank you. I won't take
long. Oh, Isaiah Lawson, okay, for the record.

I understand what you mean by that, but also
to what the lady was just saying, there are so many
people that don't know, and they need to know. So when

you say NAACP, I pledged a fraternity, so you had to
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learn that, you had to know that.

Just 16—, 17-year-old might not know the
purpose of the NAACP, might not understand that. We
should actually be active in letting them know what the
Police Commission does. Why they are here. Why that's
important. I don't want to lose that.

Also, the same thing with the Mayor's office.
Ask our children, what does the Mayor actually do?

What does the Police Chief do? But I mean, that's what
I mean, because people are standing up on that soapbox,
you just ignore them, because I don't live on a
soapbox, I live on Seven Mile, and I have these issues.
And I have these problems. And the Police Commission
represents me. And I didn't know that. And there is a
lot of people that have that. I just don't want to —-

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Well —-

MR. LAWSON: That's all I meant by it, but I
respect what you are saying, you are from the Eastside,
as well, so I know where your heart is, I promise you.
That's all I mean by that. So that's it.

CHATRPERSON BELL: No, what I am saying is
that we are going to do hopefully more marketing.

MR. LAWSON: There we go.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: More awareness.

MR. LAWSON: Oh, yeah.
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CHAIRPERSON BELL: Public service
announcement, that's how you —-- because we really don't
get to turn all our meetings, we really need to do more
of that, even to —— we have to think out of the box
now.

MR. LAWSON: Yeah.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: You look at a 3:00
meeting, maybe is that —-- we echo that maybe we need to
have more community meetings. Where we reach more
people. You don't reach the people with the same
choir. You have to really go beyond this room to get
out in the community.

MR. LAWSON: Yes, sir.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: And that's the type of
word, that's what I am trying to convey to the public
and to the community. We need to do more of that, more
identification, more marketing.

MR. LAWSON: Yes, sir.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: You are only good as you
advertise it.

MR. LAWSON: Yes, sir.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Because most people are
not going to come to you. You have to do that broad
span. You know, General Motors, Chrysler —-—

MR. LAWSON: Oh, yeah.
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CHAIRPERSON BELL: -- they out there
marketing.

MR. LAWSON: Absolutely.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: There's people marketing
at the event, so that's the type of awareness I am
talking about because we don't really reach the people
that we should reach. And we need to be creative in
terms of how to approach that. I can read you a script
every day.

MR. LAWSON: Yes, sir.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: But it still don't reach
the people that we need to reach. So therefore, that's
what I am saying to you, that we need to get outside of
this little box, and we satisfied with that, we have to
do more. And I think we are engaging. And that's why
the Charter, I broke it down to district, and at large,
you know, so that's the type of box I am talking about
trying to get out of it.

MR. LAWSON: Yes, sir. I understand.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: So that's what I am trying
to —— and you can help do that. Once you get exposed
to something, then you need to share that information
about the Board of Police Commission.

MR. LAWSON: I will.

CHATRPERSON BELL: And we will give you all

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 3 1 3_567-8 1 OO



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

6/30/2015

Page 60

the tools you need, but it is not complicated. You can
Google anything and find out more than you need to
know, as you well know. So that's the message I am
trying to convey to you, sir, because we are not
reaching people.

MR. LAWSON: Yes, sir.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Mr. Crawford?

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: I just have one
question.

You said Seven Mile, what district? What's
the cross street? You said Seven Mile.

MR. LAWSON: I'm Seven Mile and Hayes.

COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: You are in my

District.
MR. LAWSON: Yeah.
CHATRPERSON BELL: Thank you, sir.
If there is no other business to —--
COMMISSIONER BURTON: I would like to make a
Statement.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Yes, sir.

COMMISSIONER BURTON: I just want to thank
Commissioner Taylor and Commissioner White for allowing
me as the youngest commissioner on the Board to learn
from them, from the two of them. And it has definitely

been an honor, you know, serving along with them. I am
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looking forward to working with them. And I just want
you to know that I appreciate your service. And thank
you for showing me, you know, working with me, because
I needed the help. So —-

And I wanted to say this, too. There's been
many days and many nights I called on Commissioner
White. And he was always there. And the same for
Commissioner Taylor. So the two commissioners was
always there when I called. So thank you both.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: If there is no other
business before this body, I want to thank you for
coming out this afternoon. As I mentioned before, we
have light refreshment. And I want you to have a safe,
safe, and a blessed holiday break, in terms of July
the 4th. And keep in mind the real purpose of July
the 4th, in the way we have got a whole lot to be
thankful for. And we should be continuing to pray for
those who are hurting, as Assistant Chief mentioned,
that there have been so many issues in our community,
that we need to try to respond and do better in terms
of serving in this community and reach out to touch
someone in some form or another.

So the Chair would -- and this —-- are we
ready —- refreshments in the back room, right?

SECRETARY ANTHONY: Yes.

HANSON RENAISSANCE [UEUSElddygeReely
| COURT REPORTERS & VIDEO 313_567-8100



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

6/30/2015

Page 62

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Okay. The Chair would
entertain a motion for adjournment.

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: So moved.

COMMISSIONER WHITE: Support.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: It's been properly moved
and second by Commissioner Taylor and Commissioner
White. They want to make this transition.

So ready for the question, those in favor,
ave.

COMMISSIONERS: Aye.

CHAIRPERSON BELL: Those opposed?

Bless you. And thank you.

(Meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m.)
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
) SS

COUNTY OF ST. CLAIR )

I HEREBY CERTIFY that I reported
stenographically the foregoing proceedings and
testimony under oath at the time and place hereinbefore
set forth; that thereafter the same was reduced to
computer transcription under my supervision; and that
this is a full, true, complete and correct

transcription of said proceedings.
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